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TYPES OF MEDICAL DECISION MAKING (MDM):

TYPES OF EXAMINATION:

TYPES OF HISTORY AND DOCUMENTATION:

(1997 Medicare documentation guidelines)

« Problem-focused (PF) targets the chief complaint; brief history of present illness or

The complexity of medical decision-making is dependent upon:

« Problem:-focused (PF) is limited to the affected body area or organ system.

prablem.
« Expanded problem-focused (EPF) combines PF with problem-pertinent system

« the number of diagnoses or management options,

« Expanded problem-focused (EPF) combines PF with examination of other symptomatic or

« the amount and/or complexity of data to be reviewed, and
« the risk of complications and/or morbidity or mortality.

review.
« Detailed (D) combines EPF with extended history of present illness; extended sys-

related organ system.
« Detailed (D) is an extended examination of the affected body area(s) and other sympto-

For a service to qualify as invalving a certain type of medical decision making, two

of the three descriptions listed after each type of decision making in the chart below

must be met or exceeded.

matic or related system(s).
« Comprehensive (C) is a complete single system specialty examination or a complete multi

tem review; and pertinent past, family, and/or social history.
« Comprehensive (C) combines elements of D with complete system review and com-

system examination.

plete past, family, and social history.
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